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people know this about me and my national
security team and my administration: Had
I known that the enemy was going to use
airplanes to kill on that fateful morning,
I would have done everything in my power
to protect the American people. We will
use the might of America to protect the
American people.

We're in for a long struggle. It’s a tough
war. This is an enemy that’s not going to
quit. So therefore, in order to protect inno-
cent lives, this country must have the will
and the determination to chase these killers
down one by one and bring them to justice.
And that’s exactly what is going to happen,
so long as I am the President of the United
States of America.

I'm proud of what this group of Ameri-
cans have done on the football field; no
more proud than those who wear the blue,
I might add. And I'm proud of your com-
mitment to our country. See, this enemy
of ours, they don’t understand the Air
Force Academy or what it stands for. They
thought we were weak—of course, they
never saw the Air Force football team play.

They thought we'd just roll over. They
thought we might file a couple of lawsuits.
They found out we think differently here
in America.

We think differently because this is a
nation that loves our freedom, loves our
country. And this is a nation that has got
citizens who are willing to sacrifice for a
cause greater than themselves. We're here
to honor a football team; we’re also here
to honor soldiers, men and women who
wear our uniform and who are willing to
sacrifice for the greatest nation on the face
of the Earth.

Welcome back to the White House. May
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Fisher DeBerry,
head football coach, and Lt. Gen. John R.
Dallager, USAF, Superintendent, U.S. Air
Force Academy; Gen. John P. Jumper,
USAF, Air Force Chief of Staff; and Gen.
Peter Pace, USMC, Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Remarks to the Coalition for Medicare Choices

May 17, 2002

Well, thanks for that warm welcome, and
welcome to the people’s house, the White
House. I am so glad you're here to discuss
an incredibly important subject, and that
is how we can work together to strengthen
Medicare.

The most eloquent spokespersons for
Medicare are our senior citizens. And I
share the determination of people in this
room to make sure that Medicare is—not
only works for this generation, the genera-
tion now on Medicare, but works for gen-
erations to come. Our Nation has a moral
commitment to fulfill Medicare’s promise
of health care security for American seniors
and for people with disabilities. Yet, we

need to do more to meet the commitment,
and that’s what were here to talk about
today.

Two problems demand immediate action:
Medicare must provide prescription drug
coverage, and all seniors should be able
to choose an affordable Medicare coverage
option that best suits their needs. We're
going to keep our commitment to senior
Americans, and we’ll work together to make
Medicare work better.

I want to thank Tom Scully from Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services for
being here—that used to be called HCFA.
[Laughter] He joins me in a strong commit-
ment for that which I'm about to talk
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about. You need to know, my administra-
tion is committed to trusting seniors with
more options. We're committed to the pro-
grams and the principles about which I'm
going to speak.

I want to thank my fellow Americans
who have joined us on the stage. I want
to thank the Salazars; theyre from Texas.
[Laughter] I ~want to thank Mary
Gruenewald for being here as well. T want
to thank Joe Hotin and Ben Oppenheim,
Florence Galloway, the Holmes family.
Thank you all for coming and sharing with
me your deep concerns and for sharing
with others your concern about how to
make sure Medicare fulfills its promise.

I want to thank the docs who are here,
one from California and one from Florida.
I asked him if he’d ever heard of the
Governor down there. [Laughter] Dr.
Bangasser and Dr. Thompson—I want to
thank them for being here as well. They're
men who are deeply concerned about the
health and welfare of our seniors, who un-
derstand firsthand the problems that Medi-
care faces.

The health care system that we have in
America is unique and strong in many
ways. After all, we lead the world in dra-
matic medical advances, and that’s really
positive. It’s important, as we think about
medical policy, that we encourage innova-
tion in our health system. After all, live-
saving drugs are helping millions of senior
citizens—millions of senior citizens to live
longer and to have healthier lives.

New drugs are available to treat diabetes,
for example, and that’s a positive develop-
ment for many of our seniors. New drugs
are available to prevent serious complica-
tions from heart disease or cancer, and
that’s incredibly positive news as well. Yet,
as many in this room can testify, the costs
of these treatments are really high. Because
Medicare does not cover most prescription
drugs, many seniors often pay the highest
price for drugs, forcing too many to choose
with either paying for pills or paying for
their bills.
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Members of Congress in both House and
Senate are working on legislation, and that’s
a positive development, and that’s good.
They're hearing my call and your call to
do something about Medicare. In the
House, the committees and the leadership
are drafting legislation to help seniors im-
mediately with drug costs and to ensure
every senior has access to prescription drug
coverage. That's a positive development,
and we’re hopeful to get this legislation
out of the House very soon. In the Senate,
there is a tripartisan group working on leg-
islation to provide prescription drug cov-
erage and improve Medicare, and I support
their efforts as well.

So we've got something to work with.
And T urge you all to not only pay attention
to the process but let your voices be heard
as the process—the legislative process starts
heading down toward, hopefully, a conclu-
sion this year.

My administration is doing some things
in the short term that I'd like to share
with you. We're working for a Medicare-
endorsed drug card that will allow seniors
to get lower prices from drug manufactur-
ers right away. I unleashed the idea a while
back. It kind of got snagged up in the
courts. Now we're working to get it
unsnagged in the courts for the benefit of
our seniors. This is a good idea, and this
will help.

We're also working on temporary assist-
ance with drug costs for seniors with lim-
ited incomes. We're trying to bridge toward
the time when full prescription drug bene-
fits become available. In other words, we
want to help people who need help imme-
diately. Those are two ideas that we're
working with Congress on.

Medicare also needs to give every senior
affordable, up-to-date health insurance cov-
erage options to get the most out of Medi-
care. Right now in America, more than 5
million Medicare members have access to
a valuable program, to a modern health
insurance program with modern health
benefits called Medicare Plus Choice.
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Medicare Plus Choice is a vital program
if we're going to meet our commitments
to our seniors. And Congress ought to un-
derstand how vital the program is and how
important the program is. They need to
listen not only to me—of course, I'd like
them to listen a little more to me—[laugh-
ter]—but to the folks here in this room,
the people who understand.

Now, let me give you some interesting
facts. Many Medicare members, including
those with limited means, including those
with low incomes, prefer these private
health plans because they provide more
benefits than traditional Medicare at lower
cost. If you find an idea that provides bet-
ter benefits at lower cost, it seems like it
makes sense that people up on the Hill
there would understand that.

The improved benefits and innovative
treatments have given Fred Salazar the as-
sistance he needed to get his diabetes
under control. That’s not just theory; that’s
actually happened. Ben Oppenheim im-
proved his arthritis and lowered the amount
he spends on his arthritis treatment
through an exercise program provided in
his health plan. Florence Galloway got the
bills paid for the care she needed when
she fell and broke a backbone in Spain.
She got the care she needed. Arina Holmes
was hospitalized with a serious illness. She
was not saddled with hundreds of dollars
of deductibles and co-payments for her
care.

These are examples, right here, of people
who have benefited in a real way from the
innovative options under Medicare Plus.
Some plans in Medicare Plus even make
it possible for their members to help other
seniors with transportation or grocery shop-
ping or yardwork or other needs. That’s
also very positive.

What's important to understand is that
almost none of the treatments that I de-
scribed—or programs that can save and im-
prove lives and reduce health care costs—
are part of Medicare’s defined benefits.
Many are only available through Medicare’s

private plans, and that’s important to un-
derstand. As we discuss Medicare and it’s
reform, it's important to understand that
the defined benefit plan in Medicare limits
the capacity of seniors to meet their needs.
And that doesn’t seem right to me.

Dr. Thompson—Dr. Isaac Thompson
said this: “Medicare Plus Choice has served
as a safety net for my patients and for
tens of thousands of beneficiaries, so many
of whom are low-income and would other-
wise not be able to afford the drugs they
need.” This is Dr. Thompson speaking, a
man who makes a living off of helping sen-
iors, a person who understands Medicare
and Medicare Plus Choice, and the dif-
ferences between the two. You know, as
he talks eloquently about low-income sen-
iors, the myth is, somehow, that if seniors
are given choice, low-income seniors will
not benefit; that if we provide more options
for our senior citizens to tailor plans that
meet their needs, that somehow the low-
income will be left behind. That’s the oppo-
site. of what Dr. Thompson has learned,
because it is the opposite of what happens
with Medicare Plus Choice.

We've got to address this issue straight
on. Millions of Medicare members don’t
have the option to choose benefits from
private health plans, and access to these
benefits for everyone in Medicare is threat-
ened. Under current law, private health
plans cannot compete in Medicare in the
same way that the Federal Government has
long provided for people who work for the
Federal Government.

I've always found that to be pretty inter-
esting, that the people who make the laws
here in Washington—good, fine people
from both political parties—make sure that
the Federal employees have choice. They
trust the Federal employees with whom
they work to be able to go into the market-
place and figure out what best suits their
needs. And yet, when it comes to our sen-
iors, through Medicare, they don’t get the
same benefits. It seems like to me that
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the Congress ought to be consistent with
how they view—I[applause].

You know better than me—or you know
as well as I do, at least—that the current
system hasn’t reflected rising costs. The
lack of enthusiasm for choice for seniors
has affected budgets. And therefore, 100
private plans have left Medicare, and mil-
lions of seniors have lost the valuable addi-
tional benefits that private plans provide.
To be blunt about it, it seems like Medi-
care Plus Choice is getting slowly starved,
and we've got to change that.

Part of my message today is, I want to
work with you to provide more choices and
more savings for our seniors. I'm a person
who trusts people. See, I trust the Amer-
ican people. The American people are fan-
tastic, great citizens. We've got to trust peo-
ple with their own choices in life. I'd rather
have the American people make choices
than the Federal Government make choices
on their behalf.

We need a fair system of competition.
We need a system that guarantees that pa-
tient protections and all of Medicare’s re-
quired benefits are included in every
choice, a system that encourages additional
benefits and options for better care at
lower cost, including improved medical sav-
ings accounts. That’s what we need to think
about, and that’'s where we ought to head
here in America.

The cost savings from competitive re-
forms are essential. They're essential. If you
notice, and the people will testify to this,
that there are lower costs in Medicare Plus
Choice. And those cost savings in a Medi-
care Plus Choice plan are very important
for the future, for your children and your
grandchildren to be able to have a Medi-
care system that works. We must this year
pass legislation that gives all seniors secure
access to prescription drugs, along with up-
to-date, lower cost coverage options in
Medicare. That’s the goal.

I believe strongly that we've got to make
sure that our seniors understand that if
youre happy with your current Medicare
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coverage, nothing changes. There are a lot
of our citizens who worry that any kind
of strengthening of the system will maybe
disrupt their current health plans. And I
can understand that. I can understand
someone who is perhaps content with the
way things are and shouldn’t be forced to
change, particularly at this point in some-
body’s life. And I respect that, and any
reform must honor that. We've got to make
sure, however, that the promise of prescrip-
tion drugs is a part of any plan and that
we recognize that as treatments change, as
the ability to treat a disease changes with
modern times, that the people we're trying
to help are able to realize those benefits.

You see, Medicare was written awhile
ago, in such a way that it doesn’t have
the ability to change. And so all of a sud-
den, technology is heading here, and Medi-
care is stuck back here. And Medicare Plus
Choice has provided seniors with the ability
to stay up with technology. That’s why
youre so supportive of it, and that's why
I am as well. But we've got to make sure
that the whole system moves with the tech-
nological change, so we can benefit—all of
us, not just the young but all of us can
benefit from the new technologies available
to help save lives.

I believe that when we trust people with
their—trust their decisions and trust their
judgment about how best to care for them-
selves, a better plan evolves, a much better
plan than one designed by some green eye-
shades up on Capitol Hill, because it will
be a plan designed by the consumers, not
by the planners. It's a plan that evolves
as a result of the collective decisions of
people we're trying to help, not by some
who aren’t even in the plan.

And so what we're talking about today
is recognizing the importance of Medicare
Plus Choice, what it means to people’s lives
in real terms, how it can positively affect
people that we have a moral obligation to
help, but also how best to incorporate the
principles of the plan to expand it, to make
it work for more seniors and, at the same
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time, make sure Medicare works for people
like me, when it's my time—to make sure
that it’s not only healthy today but healthy
tomorrow, that it can exist and be available.

I believe we can make good progress,
but we need your help. To be frank with
you, there are some up there that really
don’t like this plan, and I understand that.
I mean, what the heck, that's the great
thing about democracy; not everybody
agrees 100 percent of the time. We all
agree we need to help the seniors, and
that’s important. But to the extent that you
can help influence opinion, it's really im-
portant; it is. People listen—people listen—
people around here listen to opinion, and
they listen to people such as yourself, who
understand what you're talking about. And
we need your help to get this done.

There’s a reluctance, but it’s okay. It's—
you've seen reluctance in your life before.
You've lived a good, strong, full life in the
service of your country, many of you, and
now is your chance to provide a unique
service, an important service not only for
yourself but future generations that are
coming up, by spreading the word, by con-
tacting your Congressman or your Senator.
Let them know. Let them know the impor-
tance of this program and this idea.

I also want to thank you for your service
to the country. You know, you know better
than me that—you've see a lot of America
in your day, and it's a fabulous country
that we're able to call home. It's a—what
a remarkable land, where we share com-
mon values. People from all walks of life
come into—underneath this unique experi-
ment called America. Our spirit is strong.
It's never been more needed these days,
of course, as we make it clear to the world
and to an enemy that we’ll defend our free-
doms at any cost.

You know, I like to remind people, those
that attacked, they must have thought that

we were so selfish and so weak and so
materialistic that we might file a couple
of lawsuits or two, but that’s all we were
going to do. [Laughter] They found out
we think a little differently here in America
when it comes to our freedom. And that
when it comes to our freedoms that we
love—the freedom to worship the way each
of us sees fit, the freedom to raise our
family the way we think is necessary, the
freedom to speak out, freedom of the
press—the freedoms that we hold dear, if
anybody attacks those freedoms, we’ll de-
fend them. We'll defend them.

You need to know about me that I am
as resolved as I was the day after the at-
tack, today. I know my duty, and my duty
is to protect America in the best way. And
as we do so, I believe we’ll make the world
safer. I long for peace. I just want you
to know and assure you that the actions
my administration takes has a lofty goal in
mind, and that’s peace, peace for our coun-
try, peace around the world. That's why
we do what we do.

But we need to make the world not only
safer but better, a better place. And one
way we can make the world a better place
is to make sure our seniors are treated with
dignity, by starting with a health care plan
that provides options.

So I want to thank you all for coming
to this magnificent house, the White
House. It's—as you can imagine, it’s an
honor to be here, and it’s an honor to wel-
come you here.

May God bless you all, and may God
bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:11 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Dr. Ronald Paul
Bangasser, family physician, Redlands, CA;
and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

817



May 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Remarks on the Observance of Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month

May 17, 2002

The President. Elaine, thank you very
much. Welcome to your house—[laugh-
ter]|—the White House. I want you to
know, Norm, I welcome Republicans,
Democrats—[laughter]—people who don’t
care—([laughter]—all ~ Americans. You're
welcome here. I am honored to welcome
you. I didn’t realize you sponsored the leg-
islation that my dad—we call him “number
41”—signed, which permanently made the
celebration of Asian and Pacific American
culture a month-long event. And that’s what
we’re honoring today.

I'm so proud to be the President of a
diverse nation, a nation with 13 million
Americans of Asian or Pacific Island herit-
age. What a great country, to welcome such
diversity. Whether you’re here by birth, or
whether youre in America by choice, you
contribute to the vitality of our life. And
for that, we are grateful.

I also appreciate service to our Govern-
ment and our country. I picked two fabu-
lous members of my Cabinet from Asian
Pacific backgrounds. You've seen them
both. One lady who wasn’t born in Amer-
ica, yet because of the dreams of her moth-
er and father and because our country can
be a welcoming country, was able to get
a good education, and here she sits in the
Cabinet of the President of the United
States.

Another man, a man not of the same
political party as I am but a man who loves
his country just as much as I do, a person
who, as a young boy, was interned in a
camp for Japanese Americans on our own
soil—a moment that is not a good chapter
in our history—and yet had the courage
to fight for change and for the dignity of
every American, and now sits in the Cabi-
net of the President of the United States.
I am fortunate to have them in my Cabinet.
I appreciate their advice, and I appreciate
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the great job theyre doing on behalf of
all Americans—all Americans.

I want to thank Senator Inouye for being
here. He’s one of the fine distinguished
Members of the United States Senate. He’s
an ally when it comes to defending our
Nation. He understands what it means to
serve your country and be prepared for the
defense of America. Senator, you're doing
a great job. Thank you for coming. I also
want to thank Congressman David Wu
from Oregon for being here as well.

I want to thank Delegate Faleomavaega.
[Laughter] Did I even come close? [Laugh-
ter] Well, at least I gave it my best shot,
Eni. [Laughter] How about just Eni? Thank
you for coming from the American Samoa.

We've got friends of ours from Guam,
the Guam Senate: Senate Leader Edward
Calvo and the House Speaker, Tony
Unpingco. Thank you all for coming. I'm
honored you both are here. You are wel-
come.

I want to thank Susan Allen, the presi-
dent of the U.S. Pan Asian American
Chamber of Commerce. Thank you, Susan,
it’s great to see you again.

Richard, T want to thank you for filling
this room and the whole house with incred-
ible music. Man, what a talent. And I ap-
preciate you sharing it with us. You help
make a special day more special. And Lisa,
thank you for bringing your beauty here.
[Laughter]

I'm looking around for Dat Nguyen. Is
he here? He’s supposed to be here.

Audience members. [Inaudible]

The President. Yes, he’s a Texan. [Laugh-
ter] He’s a mighty Texas A&M Aggie, mid-
dle linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys,
came from a Vietnamese family. He’s a
great story, and I just wish they'd win a
couple more games. [Laughter]

I want to thank John Tsu, the Chairman
of the White House Initiative on Asian
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